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          The Rhode Island Regiment of the American Continental Army was formed in February 

1781 in New York by the consolidation of the veteran, predominantly Caucasian, Second Rhode 

Island Regiment and the remnants of the “Black Regiment,” or the First Rhode Island Regiment, 

a small battalion of Continental soldiers of color.  The understrength First Rhode Island 

Regiment was reorganized into two new colored companies of the Rhode Island Regiment, the 

Sixth and Eighth Companies.  The winter quarters for the Rhode Island Continentals had been 

established in December 1780 at “Rhode Island Village,” or modern-day Mahopac Falls, New 

York about 10 miles east of West Point.  In February 1781, the Light Infantry Company of the 

Rhode Island Regiment comprised mostly of white veteran soldiers of the old Second Rhode 

Island Regiment was detached south with Major General Lafayette. 

          Recruits for the new Rhode Island Regiment continued to arrive from Rhode Island along 

with fresh supplies and clothing during the spring of 1781.  Detachments from the regiment 

served on the front lines along the Croton River in Westchester County in New York.  A 

company-sized, dispersed detachment of the Rhode Island Regiment was attacked at dawn by 

DeLancey’s Loyalist Battalion on May 14, 1781 leading to the capture of a Rhode Island platoon 

at Pines Bridge on the Croton River, and some killed in action and wounded in action Rhode 

Island casualties at the nearby Davenport House.  Rhode Islanders Colonel Christopher Greene 

and Major Ebenezer Flagg were killed in the attack.  The Rhode Island Regiment would be led 

by Lieutenant Colonel Jeremiah Olney for the remainder of the war. 

          The French Army marched from Rhode Island on June 18, 1781 to join the Grand 

American Northern Army near Peekskill, New York.  The Rhode Island Regiment served with 

General Washington’s Grand Northern Army through the summer.  In August 1781, General 

Washington decided to send a large American Continental detachment from his Grand Northern 

Army along with the French Army under General Rochambeau to Williamsburg, Virginia.  The 

Rhode Island Regiment marched and sailed for Virginia arriving at Williamsburg on September 

26, 1781.  The Rhode Island Regiment served in the American trenches during the Yorktown, 

Virginia siege.  The Light Infantry Company of the regiment distinguished itself as they were the 

first American soldiers who entered British Redoubt Number 10 at the points of their bayonets.  

After the British surrendered on October 19, 1781 at Yorktown, the Rhode Island Regiment was 

ordered to occupy Gloucester Point across the York River.  The regiment was one of the last 

American units to leave the Yorktown area, and it took 21 days for the Rhode Island soldiers to 

reach Head of Elk, Maryland by sea.   

          Sickness, primarily smallpox, broke out amongst the American soldiers at Yorktown, 

Virginia beginning in October 1781.  As the Grand Northern Army regiments returned north 

towards West Point, New York after the Yorktown victory, American military hospitals were set 

up from Head of Elk, Maryland to Trenton and Burlington, New Jersey.  The Rhode Island 

Regiment was assigned to winter quarters at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  Rhode Island 

Continental soldiers started to die on the sea voyage up the Chesapeake Bay.  Doctor Henry 

Latimer established an American military hospital in downtown Wilmington, Delaware at the 

Wilmington Academy in December 1781.  Several Rhode Island Regiment soldiers died at the 

Wilmington Academy beginning in December 1781. 

          While researching his November 2015 book on Rhode Island’s Continental Line, Daniel 

M. Popek found a manuscript document at the Rhode Island Historical Society in Providence, 



Rhode Island that identified the death locations of over 100 Rhode Island Regiment soldiers from 

late 1781 to early 1782.  Twenty-eight Rhode Island soldiers on this document were listed as 

having died at Wilmington, Delaware.  Additional research by Daniel Popek along with the 

assistance of Wilmington, Delaware residents Connie Beattie and Connie Cooper showed that 

Joshua Way’s “Strangers Burial Ground” was established in 1754 in downtown Wilmington, 

bounded by King, French, Tenth, and Eleventh Streets.  Connie Beattie’s research confirmed 

there were no soldier burials in the Wilmington Presbyterian Cemetery from 1781 through 1782, 

so the Strangers Burial Ground would be the logical burial location for the 28 deceased Rhode 

Island soldiers.   

          Elizabeth Montgomery in her 1851 book Reminiscences of Wilmington… observed that the 

Strangers and Paupers Burial Grounds were to be removed to Wilmington and Brandywine 

Cemetery in the early 1850s.  In August 2018, Daniel Popek contacted the Wilmington and 

Brandywine Cemetery via email to see if any cemetery records could be found that confirmed 

these burial removals.  Tom Mercer, a volunteer with Wilmington and Brandywine Cemetery, 

located some cemetery records that proved the Strangers and Paupers Burial Ground remains 

were moved to Section U during the early 1850s.  A military burial area primarily for Civil War 

veterans exists close to Section U.  In September 2014, a monument was erected by the Sons of 

the American Revolution in the middle of Main Avenue in Wilmington and Brandywine 

Cemetery that honored several known Wilmington Revolutionary War veteran burials.  We 

propose a similar monument be funded and installed in Section U of Wilmington and 

Brandywine Cemetery to honor the 28 known Rhode Island Continental soldiers who made the 

ultimate sacrifice in Wilmington, Delaware during the American Revolutionary War. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Front Gate of Wilmington and Brandywine Cemetery in Wilmington, Delaware. 



 
Detail of the Manuscript Document “Return of Non Commissioned officers and Soldiers in 

the Rhode Island Regiment who have been Killed in Action or Died in Hospital since the 1st 

of October 1781, together with the Names of the places where such Died” courtesy of the 

Rhode Island Historical Society, Providence, Rhode Island.  The first 17 soldiers listed all 

died at the Wilmington Academy in Delaware. 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Detail of 1772 Map of downtown Wilmington, Delaware courtesy of University of 

Delaware.  “D” marks the Wilmington Academy, while the Strangers Burial Ground was 

near “F,” the First Baptist Church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Early 1800s Map of downtown Wilmington, Delaware courtesy of University of Delaware.  

“D” marks the Wilmington Academy again, while the Strangers Burial Ground was in the 

red rectangle near “F,” the First Baptist Church. 

 



                                      

 
Detail of 1847 Map of downtown Wilmington enclosed on New Castle County Map by Riddle, Rea, and Price (LOC). 

“31” marks the location of the Strangers Burial Ground; Wilmington & Brandywine Cemetery is to the west. 



 
 

U Section Cemetery Record discovered by Tom Mercer (courtesy of Wilmington and 

Brandywine Cemetery) proving the Poor and Stranger Burial Grounds were moved to 

Wilmington and Brandywine in the early 1850s. 
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Number 684 Burial Permit record discovered by Tom Mercer in the Wilmington and Brandywine Cemetery 

Archives.  Section U is owned by the City of Wilmington, Delaware. 



 
Number 1177 Burial Permit record discovered by Tom Mercer in the Wilmington and Brandywine Cemetery 

Archives.  Section U is owned by the City of Wilmington, Delaware. 

 



Grave of Doctor Henry Latimer in the Wilmington and Brandywine Cemetery.  Dr. Latimer ran the American Military 

Hospital at the Wilmington Academy in late 1781. 



 
September 2014 Sons of the American Revolution Monument to known Wilmington Revolutionary War veterans buried 

in Wilmington and Brandywine Cemetery.  The Delaware Sons were not aware of the Rhode Island Regiment deaths. 



 
November 2018 view of Section U in the Wilmington and Brandywine Cemetery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
November 2018 view of 11th Street and King Street intersection of downtown Wilmington, 

Delaware just north of Rodney Square.  The red arrow marks the approximate location of 

the old Strangers Burial Ground, now covered by the 1916 “Public Building” or Daniel L. 

Herrmann Courthouse. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
November 2018 view of the 1916 Public Building from the west in Rodney Square.  The red 

arrow marks the approximate location of the old Strangers Burial Ground, which was 

removed to Wilmington and Brandywine Cemetery in the early 1850s. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Interpretive Sign to the right marking the approximate site of the Wilmington Academy in 

an alley east of Market Street in downtown Wilmington, Delaware; statue to Wilmington 

Mayor Thomas C. Maloney [1942-2000] to the left. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Interpretive Sign describing the Washington-Rochambeau Revolutionary Route through 

northern Delaware and how Lauzon’s French Legion of Cavalry stayed at the Wilmington 

Academy from December 1782 to May 1783.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Detail of the Wilmington Academy Interpretive Sign. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Close Up illustration from the Interpretive Sign of the former Wilmington Academy that 

served as an American Hospital during the Revolutionary War. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Map from Interpretive Sign of French and American marching routes through northern 

Delaware to Head of Elk (Elkton), Maryland. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



List of Rhode Island Regiment (Continental) Soldiers who died at Wilmington, Delaware 

late 1781 to early 1782 

 

1.  Fifer Cato Brown, Died December 8, 1781, 8th Company (colored) 

 

2.  Private Abraham Perry, Died December 9, 1781, 8th Company (colored) 

 

3.  Private Ceasar Rose, Died December 9, 1781, 8th Company (colored) 

 

4.  Drummer Prince Angell, Died December 9, 1781, 4th Company [a colored drummer in the 

white 4th Company] 

 

5.  Private Dublin Briggs, Died December 10, 1781, 7th Company [a colored private in the 

predominantly white 7th Company] 

 

6.  Private Eliphalet Shelley, Died December 12, 1781, 8th Company (colored) 

 

7.  Private Nathaniel Thompson, Died December 10, 1781, 4th Company [white soldier] 

 

8.  Private Daniel Hammond, Died December 11, 1781, 4th Company [white soldier] 

 

9.  Private Jonathan Fairfield, Died December 11, 1781, 4th Company [white soldier] 

 

10.  Private Benoni Hathaway, Died December 12, 1781, 8th Company (colored) 

 

11.  Private James McSparrow, Died December 12, 1781, 6th Company (colored) 

 

12.  Private Robert (Robin) Howland, Died December 13, 1781, 6th Company (colored) 

 

13.  Private Richard Fowler, Died December 14, 1781, 4th Company [white soldier] 

 

14.  Private Stephen Charles, Died December 15, 1781, 6th Company (colored) 

 

15.  Private Joshua Ross, Died December 15, 1781, 4th Company [white soldier] 

 

16.  Private Samuel Benjamin, Died December 18, 1781, 4th Company [white soldier] 

 

17.  Private John Roberts, Died December 17, 1781, Recruit [unknown race] 

 

18.  Private William Billings, Died December 1781, Light Infantry Company [white soldier] 

 

19.  Private Solomon Wanton, Died December 28, 1781, 6th Company (colored) 

 

20.  Private Joseph Smith [Junior], Died December 29, 1781, 7th Company [white soldier] 

 

21.  Private Joseph Hall, Died December 29, 1781, 4th Company [white soldier] 



 

22.  Private James Singleton, Died January 3, 1782, 4th Company [white soldier] 

 

23.  Private Solomon Matthews, Died January 5, 1782, 8th Company (colored) 

 

24.  Private William King, Died January 9, 1782, 4th Company [white soldier] 

 

25.  Private Prime (Primus) Brown, Died January 10, 1782, 6th Company (colored) 

 

26.  Sergeant Walter Wigneron, Died January 18, 1782, 3rd Company [white soldier] 

 

27.  Private Tibbets F. Hopkins, Died January 21, 1782, 2nd Company [white soldier] 

 

28.  Private Prime Clark, Died January 27, 1782, 8th Company (colored) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                     Proposed Monument Inscription: 

 

                             Rhode Island Regiment – Revolutionary War 

In Memory of the 28 soldiers of the Rhode Island Regiment (Continental) who died at the 

Continental Army Hospital supervised by Doctor Henry Latimer in the Wilmington 

Academy from late 1781 to early 1782.  The Rhode Island Regiment participated in the 

successful Yorktown, Virginia Campaign in late 1781, and most of these men were 

returning north to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania when sickness broke out amongst the 

American Army.  These soldiers who died were buried in unmarked graves in the Joshua 

Way Strangers Burial Ground bounded by King, French, Tenth, and Eleventh Streets in 

downtown Wilmington.  This burial ground was removed here to Wilmington and 

Brandywine Cemetery between 1850 and 1853.  An eighteenth-century manuscript 

document was discovered at the Rhode Island Historical Society in Providence, Rhode 

Island which identifies these men.  It should be noted that several of these American 

Continental soldiers were men of color. 

 

 

1.  Fifer Cato Brown, Died December 8, 1781, 8th Company (colored) 
 
2.  Drummer Prince Angell, Died December 9, 1781, 4th Company [a man of color] 
 
3.  Private Abraham Perry, Died December 9, 1781, 8th Company (colored) 
 
4.  Private Ceasar Rose, Died December 9, 1781, 8th Company (colored) 
 
5.  Private Dublin Briggs, Died December 10, 1781, 7th Company [a man of color] 
 
6.  Private Nathaniel Thompson, Died December 10, 1781, 4th Company 
 
7.  Private Daniel Hammond, Died December 11, 1781, 4th Company 
 
8.  Private Jonathan Fairfield, Died December 1781, 4th Company 
 
9.  Private Benoni Hathaway, Died December 1781, 8th Company (colored) 
 
10.  Private James McSparrow, Died December 12, 1781, 6th Company (colored) 
 
11.  Private Eliphalet Shelley, Died December 12, 1781, 8th Company (colored) 
 
12.  Private Robert (Robin) Howland, Died December 13, 1781, 6th Company 
(colored) 
 
13.  Private Richard Fowler, Died December 14, 1781, 4th Company 
 
14.  Private Stephen Charles, Died December 15, 1781, 6th Company (colored) 



 
15.  Private Joshua Ross, Died December 15, 1781, 4th Company 
 
16.  Private John Roberts, Died December 17, 1781, Recruit 
 
17.  Private Samuel Benjamin, Died December 18, 1781, 4th Company 
 
18.  Private William Billings, Died December 1781, Light Infantry Company 
 
19.  Private Solomon Wanton, Died December 28, 1781, 6th Company (colored) 
 
20.  Private Joseph Hall, Died December 29, 1781, 4th Company 
 
21.  Private Joseph Smith [Junior], Died December 29, 1781, 7th Company 
 
22.  Private James Singleton, Died January 3, 1782, 4th Company 
 
23.  Private Solomon Matthews, Died January 5, 1782, 8th Company (colored) 
 
24.  Private William King, Died January 9, 1782, 4th Company 
 
25.  Private Prime (Primus) Brown, Died January 10, 1782, 6th Company (colored) 
 
26.  Sergeant Walter Wigneron, Died January 18, 1782, 3rd Company 
 
27.  Private Tibbets F. Hopkins, Died January 21, 1782, 2nd Company 
 
28.  Private Prime Clark, Died January 27, 1782, 8th Company (colored) 
 

 

 

 

 

                                        
[1782 Regimental Flag of the Rhode Island Regiment made by Rebecca Young of Philadelphia] 



 

 

[Note:  Soldiers with death date discrepancies between the R.I.H.S. manuscript document 

and the Regimental Book of the Rhode Island Regiment at the Rhode Island State Archives 

were listed with month and year of death only] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Daniel M. Popek, a native of Rhode Island, is the author of a November 2015 book on 

Rhode Island’s Continental Line of the Revolutionary War.  Daniel discovered the Rhode 

Island Regiment manuscript document in the Rhode Island Historical Society in 

Providence.  He is a descendant through his mother’s family of a soldier who served six 

years in Rhode Island’s Continental Line.  Daniel lives and works in North Carolina. 

 

 

Tom Mercer, a resident of Delaware, is a volunteer researcher with Wilmington and 

Brandywine Cemetery.  Tom found the burial records proving the removal of the 

Strangers and Poor Burial Grounds from downtown Wilmington to the Wilmington and 

Brandywine Cemetery.  


